Hell Under Fire
“We can now affirm…that hell is finished, that the great theatre of torments is closed for an indeterminate period, and that after almost 2000 years of horrifying performances, the play will not be repeated.”  Italian literary critic Piero Campresi.

“More than a physical place, hell is the state of those who freely and definitively separate themselves from God, the source of all life and joy.”  Pope John Paul II, July 28, 1999.

Three Theological & Cultural Trends That Have Steered Many Away from a Biblical View of Hell:

1.  A __________(Deflated) View of _____(God)

a. “But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you.  They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Sovereign Lord who bought them.”  II Peter 2:1.
b. Many say, “God is a good God.  He would never send anyone to hell.”  But the Bible teaches that there are heresies that will lead people to eternal destruction (the Greek word is apoleia, referring to ongoing punishment – II Corinthians 2:15, Matthew 7:13, Romans 9:22, John 17:12).  
c. Chief among heresies is a denial of the sovereign Lord, one who needs to be feared, reverenced, honored, and worshipped.  
d. The triune God has two central attributes, grace and truth (John 1:14), both of which are displayed at the cross.  There would be no cross were God not a God of truth and justice, demanding payment for sin, nor would there be a cross were God not a God of grace and love, freely offering his own son as a blood sacrifice.  Yet today, God is often defined by a love that excludes his attribute of justice, leading to a denial of the reality of hell.
2. A ___________(Inflated) View of _________(Humanity)

a. Many say, “But I am a good person.  I’ve never done anything really bad.  Even if there is a hell, I couldn’t possibly end up there.”
b. False teachers are often oblivious to the fact that they are “bringing swift destruction on themselves.”  II Peter 2:1.  Here again the Greek word apoleia is used for “destruction”, referring to eternal punishment.  They may not have realized that their rebellion against God would exact such a high price.
c. Dr. Al Mohler argues in The Disappearance of God that an eternal hell sounds foreign to our society because we have bought into a “restorative” model of justice.  Criminals are no longer seen as evil, deserving of punishment, but as persons in need of correction.  This model has largely failed with more states recommending longer sentences resulting in a booming prison population.  
d. Another reason hell sounds foreign is because of the impact of a psychological worldview, which has often resulted in a denial or reduction in personal responsibility for wrongdoing.  Under this model even Hitler’s behavior can be chalked up to a rough upbringing (he was beaten by his dad as a child with whom he was in constant conflict until his dad died when Adolf was 13).  
3. A __________(Negated) View of __________(Salvation)

a. Many are asking, “Why on earth would anyone need to be saved?  And what do we need to be saved from?”
b. “In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories thy have made up.  Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping.”  II Peter 2:3.  Many who rebel against God become more and more brazen in their conduct, lulling themselves to sleep by assuming that God doesn’t care.  They are in for a surprise!
c. When Dr. Neil Anderson was approached by a student who said, “I don’t believe in hell”, he replied, “That doesn’t lower the temperature down there one degree.”  This is as irrelevant as telling your dentist you don’t believe in cavities.
d. Many churches are teaching that we need to be saved from global warming or racism or discrimination or poverty.  Others teach that we as individuals need to be saved from low self-esteem.  The Bible says that Jesus “will save his people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21.
Do you understand that you need to be saved from your sin, because if that sin is left unchecked, you will be judged for it and suffer eternal punishment in hell?  The bad news is that we all deserve hell, even the so-called ‘good’ people.  None of us would want our worst sins to be broadcast to the public.  We all fall short of God’s high standards.  

The good news is that Jesus came to earth 2000 years ago and endured incredible humiliation ultimately leading to a bloody cross where he died to pay the price for our drunkenness, immorality, cursing, gossip, slander, rebellion, hatred, bitterness, anger, and impure thoughts and actions.  At the cross he cried out, “IT IS FINISHED!”  In one grand moment, he destroyed the bondage of sin, the power of Satan, and the grip of death.  Are you trusting in Him?
