And God Said…
On December 21, 1968, the crew of Apollo 8 blasted off from Kennedy Space Center.  Frank Borman, James Lovell, and William Anders became the first human beings to leave the orbit of the earth, to see the far side of the moon, and to see an “earth rise”.  On their ninth orbit of the moon, they made a Christmas Eve television broadcast which was, at the time, the most watched TV program ever.  25% of the population of the earth watched this broadcast as the astronauts took turns reading Genesis 1.

“No prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation.  For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  II Peter 1:20-21.  The Greek word for “interpretation” refers to untying or unraveling.  Man cannot unravel the mysteries of life on his own.  “Carried along” is from a sailing term, describing how humans were inspired by the winds of the Spirit to write Scripture.

Seven Contemporary Mysteries that Scripture Unravels:

1.  ___________________(Am I Really Saved?)

a. Many professing Christians agonize over assurance of their salvation, especially those with a tender conscience.  God speaks definitively on this matter.  “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”  John 1:12.
2. ____________________(Is the Bible Really True?)

a. Many professing believers wrestle with the integrity and authority of Scripture, especially the Genesis accounts of creation are denigrated in typical high school and college science courses.  God declares repeatedly that he is the Creator and does so as revealed in Genesis.  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1.
3. ____________________(Is America Really in Trouble?)

a. Patriotic Christians have long been troubled by the legalization of abortion in the US in 1973.  Child sacrifice is cited as one of the most wicked practices in the Bible.  “He…even sacrificed his son in the fire, following the detestable ways of the nations the Lord had driven out before the Israelites.”  II Kings 16:3, speaking of King Ahaz.
b. “He had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the Lord was not willing to forgive.”  II Kings 24:4, speaking of King Manasseh.
4. _____________________(Does God Really Care About Me?)

a. Nearly every Christian struggles with this question when faced with death, illness, or other crises.  God boldly declares that we can always run to him for security.  “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.”  Psalm 91:1.
5. ______________________(Is Jesus Really Coming Back?)

a. Many believers were raised in an atmosphere of prophetic fever, only to question these teachings later.  Jesus taught us to be continually ready.  “Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.”  Matthew 24:42.
b. God has a promise for those who study and apply prophecy.  “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”  Revelation 1:3.
6. ______________________(Does Gender Really Matter?)

a. Both our culture and church have wrestled with this issue.  God ordains unique, complementary roles for men and women which are highlighted in the marital relationship.  Neither is superior, just different.  “Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”  Ephesians 5:25.  “The wife must respect her husband.”  Ephesians 5:33.
7. ____________________(Could Some of My Family Members Really Be Lost?)

a. God gives a stern warning to those who condone what he condemns.  For example, God says, “Neither the sexually immoral…or homosexual offenders…will inherit the kingdom of God.”  I Corinthians 6:9-10.  “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for better.”  Isaiah 5:20.
b. “We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands.  The man who says, ‘I know him’ but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”  I John 2:3.
c. “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.”  II Corinthians 4:4.  Pray for the veil of blindness to be lifted!
God speaks through His Word.  He unravels mysteries.  He unties knots.  He brings light into the darkness.  He clears the fog.  He answers puzzling questions.  When you come to a crossroads in life, bring that matter to the Lord in continual prayer.  “God…rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  Hebrews 11:6.  Are you doing that?
