Discussion Questions
Letting Go and Latching On

1.  Have you watched on television or read about the Casey Anthony trial?  Did you think Casey was guilty of murdering her daughter, Caylee?  Why or why not?  How did you react to the verdict of “not guilty” handed down by the jury?  Have you had any recent experiences which reminded you of the injustices we live with on this earth?
2. Read Colossians 3:2, II Peter 3:12-13; Micah 1:3-4; and Isaiah 65:17.  Why is it important for us to remember that everything on this earth is going to be destroyed by fire?  Are you glad that God promises us that “the former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind” (Isaiah 65:17)?  Why or why not?  What are the harder things for you to “let go”?  

3. Read I John 2:16, if possible in the NIV and KJV.  Why is it important that we let go of our lust, including the lust of the flesh (things my appetite craves), the lust of the eyes (things I want to possess and control), and the pride of life (the need to be viewed by others as successful and important)?  

4. Why is it important that we let go of any type of lying or deception (Revelation 21:8)?  How can we let go of our limitations?  What does Philippians 4:13 and Matthew 28:20 teach?   Why is it important to relate to lost people with both grace and truth?  Why is it important to understand that our allegiance is to God over a lost friend or family member (Matthew 6:24)?  How can we let go of our inability to change them (John 12:32)?  Why do we need to let go of our attachment to them (I Corinthians 15:33)?

5. Are you looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth (II Peter 3:12-14)?  How do we latch on to heavenly wealth (Matthew 6:19-21; Mark 9:41; Luke 6:35; Matthew 6:3-4; I Timothy 6:18-19)?  What does Philippians 3:13-14, 18-21 teach us?

6. Why should we latch on to heavenly wisdom (I Corinthians 1:20; 13:12)?  What is the difference between earthly wisdom and heavenly wisdom?  Why is it important to latch on to heavenly wonder (I Corinthians 2:9)?  What has stimulated your appetite for heaven the most?  Does singing about heaven do that?  Or studying about prophecy or creation?  Or reading good books, like Randy Alcorn’s Heaven?  How do we latch on to a heavenly walk with God and other believers?  What glimpse does Isaiah 65:17-19 give us about relationships in heaven, both our relationship with God and with other people?
7. Have you ever heard of “Pistol Pete” Maravich?  Why do you think he struggled so with depression and alcohol despite his astounding success in basketball?  How did Pistol Pete’s life change once he found Christ?  Have you ever heard that if you shoot for this life, that’s all you’ll get, but if you shoot for the next life, God will throw in this one as a bonus?  How is Pistol Pete an example of that?  
