Letting Go and Latching On
On July 15, 2008, Caylee Marie Anthony, almost 3, was reported missing by her grandma.  Her body was found on December 11.  Her mother, Casey, was charged with the murder, which ended with her acquittal by a jury after a six-week trial on July 5, 2011.  Although 64% of Americans thought Casey “definitely” or “probably” murdered her daughter, today she is free.  

The injustice of Caylee’s death makes us long for a better world.  “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”  Colossians 3:2.  This world will pass away.  “That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.”  II Peter 3:12b.  A new world is coming.  “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.”  Isaiah 65:17. 

Four Things to Let Go Of:
1. __________(Lust)

a. Relinquish unwholesome desires (I John 2:16, KJV): “the lust of the flesh” (things my appetite craves), “the lust of the eyes” (things I want to possess and control), “and the pride of life” (the need to be viewed as successful or important).
2. _________(Lying)

a. Renounce any deceptive speech which we may be enticed to engage in if we conclude that “the end justifies the means”.  “…All liars – their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur.”  Revelation 21:8.
3. _____________(Limitations)

a. Remember that God can use you despite your limitations involving finances, abilities, talents, and time.  We can say with the apostle Paul, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13.  We must recall the promise of Jesus who said, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:20.
4. _________________(Lost People)

a. Relate to lost people with a blend of grace and truth.  While never ceasing to love and pray for them, remember that your allegiance is first to God, for Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters.”  Matthew 6:24.
b. Let go of your ability to change people, because you can’t.  Jesus said, “I will draw all men to myself.”  John 12:32.  You may also need to let go of your attachment to the lost because the Bible says, “Bad company corrupts good character.”  I Corinthians 15:33.  
Four Things to Latch On To:

1.  ______________(Heavenly Wealth)

a. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven…”  Matthew 6:19-20.   We do this by serving others in Christ’s name (Mark 9:41) and sacrificially sharing our time, talent, and money to further God’s work (Luke 6:35; Matthew 6:3-4; I Timothy 6:18-19). 
b. “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on…”  Philippians 3:13.  “But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who…will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”  Philippians 3:20-21.
2. ______________(Heavenly Wisdom) 
a. “Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”  I Corinthians 13:12.  “Where is the wise man?  Where is the scholar?  Where is the philosopher of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”  I Corinthians 1:20.
3. _______________(Heavenly Wonder)
a. “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.”  I Corinthians 2:9.  Many have found their appetite for the next life stimulated by heaven-focused worship, by studying prophecy and creation, and by reading and studying what Scriptures teach about heaven.
4. ______________(Heavenly Walk with God and People)
a. “Be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy.  I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.”  Isaiah 65:18-19.
“Pistol Pete” Maravich was known as the greatest college basketball player of all time, averaging 44.2 point/game for LSU.  Like his mother (who committed suicide), Pete struggled with depression and alcoholism until surrendering his life to Christ at 35.  When he was only 40, he suddenly collapsed and died while playing a pickup game of basketball with Dr. James Dobson and four others.  For 35 years he lived for this world – for five years, he lived for the next.  
