Be Looking, Overcome a Culture of Denial
‘Second Coming fever’ pervaded evangelical churches in the 1960s and 1970s.  Billy Graham regularly preached on prophetic themes as did evangelist Lowell Lundstrom and Free Church President Arnold T. Olson.  The movie A Thief in the Night swept the nation as did Hal Lindsey’s best-seller The Late Great Planet Earth.  Salem Kirban’s novels 666 and 1000 added to the anticipation.

While Dallas Theological Seminary’s Dr. John Walvoord and Dr. Dwight Pentecost provided academic support for the pre-tribulational rapture view (Christ returns before the tribulation period), many other leading evangelical schools and professors advocated for the post-tribulational rapture view (Christ returns after the tribulation period).   The resulting confusion led many evangelical preachers and teachers to avoid the subject altogether.  
The pre-tribulational view is the only view that wholly endorses the imminent return of Christ (that he could come at any moment – Matthew 24:42-44,50; 25:13; Philippians 3:20; I Thessalonians 5:2; Titus 2:12-13; Hebrews 10:25; James 5:7-9; I Peter 4:7; Revelation 1:3; 22:7,12,20).

Being Watchful and Ready Will Change Your Life in Four Ways:

1. You Will ___________(Release) Your _______(Grip).

a. “Since everything will be destroyed in this way…”  II Peter 3:11.  Because everything in the world will be destroyed, we mustn’t get too attached to it.  
b. When asked how the Holocaust changed her life, Corrie ten Boom said, "I've learned not to hold onto anything too tightly because it hurts too much to have God pry back my fingers to get to it. So I've learned to live my life with an open hand so that God can put in and he can take out whatever he wants, and that way I never miss the blessing.”
2. You Will ___________(Purify) Your _______(Heart).
a. “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives.”  II Peter 3:11.  The battle is for our mind first, as inward thoughts lead to outward actions.  Daily we face the tempting pull of pride, greed, and lust, among many other sins.
b. When facing temptation, look to the clouds and think of I Thessalonians 4:16-17, “The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.”
3. You Will ___________(Change) Your __________(Attitude).
a. “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God…”  II Peter 3:11-12.  The early church lived on their tiptoes, fully expecting Christ to return at any moment.  They were expecting the upper-taker, not the undertaker!
b. If we focus on the problems of this world, like the exploding national debt or a faltering economy or collapsing morals or teetering marriages or abused and neglected children, we will become very pessimistic.  However, as believers we remember, “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, for your redemption is drawing near.”  Luke 23:28.
4.  You Will _________(Finish) Your _______(Work).
a. “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.”  II Peter 3:12.  How do we speed the coming of Christ?  By finishing the work he’s give us!
b. “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:19-20.
c. “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations and then the end will come.”  Matthew 24:14.
d. Jesus had harsh words for the servant who buried his talent and didn’t invest it for the kingdom.  “Throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Matthew 25:30.
Dallas Theological Seminary Professor Howard Hendricks was led to Christ by a man named Walt who recruited Howard and twelve of his friends for his new Sunday School class.  Eleven went on to be pastors and missionaries, leading countless others to Christ.  Right now the Lord “is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish.”  II Peter 3:9.  He has “other sheep also who are not of this flock.  I must bring them also.”  John 10:16.

“Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full measure of the Gentiles has come in.”  Romans 11:25.  Someday the ‘full measure’ will be in!  We are to work to that end, keeping one eye on the horizon, expecting the soon return of our Lord!
