Discussion Questions
Be Looking, Overcome a Culture of Denial

1. Do you remember the ‘Second Coming fever’ of the 1960s and 1970s?  Have you ever seen A Thief in the Night or read The Late Great Planet Earth?  Have you heard Larry Norman’s song I Wish We’d All Been Ready?  Have you ever read anything by prophecy teacher Salem Kirban?  Why do you think the evangelical world is so divided between pre-tribulational rapture teachers and post-tribulational rapture teachers?

2. Does the Scripture teach that Christ could return at any moment, even today?  Read Matthew 24:42-44,50; 25:13; Philippians 3:20; I Thessalonians 5:2; Titus 2:12-13; Hebrews 10:25; James 5:7-9; I Peter 4:7; Revelation 1:3; 22:7,12,20.  Do these passages seem to teach that Christ could return at any time?  Why is it important for us as believers to live with a continually expectancy that Christ could return even within the next hour?

3. How does living with a constant expectancy in the soon return of Christ change your life?  Read II Peter 3:11-12.  How does it help us to release our grip on worldly possessions, since we are assured that our whole universe will one day be destroyed by flames?  Do you ever struggle with releasing your grip?  How?  

4. How does living with constant expectancy help to purify your heart?  What does it mean to live a holy and godly life (verse 11)?  Do you agree that the three primary temptations are culture struggles with are pride, greed, and lust?  What other temptations often tug at us?  
5. How does living with constant expectancy help to change your attitude?  What does it mean to “look forward to the day of God” (verse 11-12)?  What are some massive problems facing our nation and world that sometimes weigh you down?  Does it help to know that these very problems may be signs that Christ’s return is growing near (Luke 23:28)?  Are you an optimist or a pessimist by nature?  Has “looking forward” to Christ’s return helped you to be more optimistic?

6. How does living with constant expectancy help you to finish your work (the mission Christ left for us in Matthew 28:19-20)?  Do you think we can actually “speed its coming”?  In what way is this true?  How does the warning that Christ gave his servant who buried his talent speak to your heart (Matthew 25:30)?

7. Were you inspired by Walt who led Howard Hendricks to Christ (and recruited a Sunday School class of 13 boys, 11 of whom became pastors and missionaries)?  Have you heard the old hymn “Work for the Night Is Coming”?  Are you ready to do that?  How?
