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1)  Contrast the “stepping stones” outlook of the Pilgrims with our modern self-centered, 
solve-it-now mentality? 
 
(Never lay yourself down for those behind you if it is all about you own little story; won’t 
believe that a small step in the right direction is worth taking; won’t realize that it took 
years for our culture to sink to where it is and it will take years, maybe generations, to get 
it back.) 

 
2) Reduced to simplest terms, what is the basic difference between the biblical 

understanding of history and the human-centered revisionist view? 
 
(The Bible sees past events as having objective reality in themselves; the revisionist 
perspective sees all reality as being primarily subjective in nature – i.e., it exists in our 
minds and can be shaped, molded, and manipulated at will.) 

 
3) Why do you suppose so many students are bored by the study of history? How is 

this boredom related (if at all) to the overarching theme of this tour? 
 
(Some may be bored simply because they’ve had boring teachers. But the fundamental 
issue is that they fail to see themselves as part of the “larger story.” They need to have 
their eyes opened to take in the broad sweep of God’s activity in history and how their 
“small story” fits into the overall plan.) 

 
4)  Os Guinness suggests that our sense of identity is directly related to our grasp of  

history. What role did this concept of identity play in the experience of the Pilgrims of 
Plymouth Plantation? How do we as members of contemporary society compare with them in 
this regard? 
 
(The Pilgrims obviously had a very clear concept of their place in God’s sovereign plan. 
As a result, they were able to stand firm in the face of hardship and suffering. We today 
seem to have a far more tenuous grasp on our identity, both as individuals and as a 
people. As a result, many of our contemporaries seem to be “lost” and engaged in a 
frantic and misdirected search for purpose and meaning.) 

 
5)  What is the point of the story Dr. Tackett relates from 1 Kings 22 regarding King Ahab and the 

prophet Micaiah? How does this narrative fit in with God’s declaration about Himself in Isaiah 
46:9-1? How does it relate (if at all) to the problem of historical revisionism? 

 
(The entire story turns upon the phrase, “A certain man drew a bow at random …” *verse 
34+. The point is that, under the sovereign control of God, nothing happens “at random.” 
As the Lord says in Isaiah 46, “I have spoken it; I will also bring it to pass.” Our 
destinies are in His hands, and we cannot change this no matter how we try to “fiddle” 
with the past by re-writing history to fit in with our own plans.) 

 
6)  What is the connection between this discussion of history and the concept of universals and 

particulars that we encountered in Lesson 2? 
 

(History as God’s Story provides the universal reference point against which we can 
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begin to interpret the significance of our own particular stories; but the attempt to extract 
universal meaning from the particulars of our own narrow experience is futile – just as 
the scientific endeavor to construct a comprehensive understanding of the cosmos on the 
basis of the “stuff in the box” is doomed to failure.) 


